BRITAIN   NOT  TO   BE   FEARED
Two days are devoted to these operations and then,
i yth, the Admiral makes his attempt.
The Japanese not deceived.
However, our Commander-in-Chief, Admiral Su
is no ordinary man easily to be led astray. He expec
the enemy will attempt to deceive him, and has decide*
he will do. He realizes that the real object of the
is to bring his Fleet to action and to destroy it, and
they fail to do so Hongkong, Singapore, Australia
British Borneo will be at the mercy of the Japane
thinks it best to make the most of the geographies
figuration of the islands and to induce the enemy t
in the position that suits him best. This position he co
to be to the north of Banka Island. To reach it, the
Fleet must come through the Sunda, Bali, Lomt
Alias Straits. But the farther east the strait chose
longer the distance to be covered and the more nui
the opportunities for sporadic and surprise attack
most direct route is through the Straits of Sunda., a
Admiral makes his plans on the assumption that the
will take it. He supplements them with an alternat
provide against the possibility of their coming throu
of the more easterly straits and attempting to reach
pore via the Sunda and Java 'Seas. His plans rece:
approval of the General Staff at the Navy Departmei
Preliminary skirmishing.
On the 15th, British aircraft are seen apprc
Sumatra, Java, and the Lesser Sundas to search the
Japanese aircraft go up to meet them and heavy f
ensues. When the British approach, the Japanese
them and drive them off to the southward.
Shortly afterwards the British destroyers accomp
the cruisers appear off the several straits to which th<
been sent and start to search them. The cruisers sem
Straits of Malacca do not venture too far in, as it is to
At the Straits of Sunda, first of all the destroyers try t
through ; they are met by our flotillas and closely ei
The covering cruisers on both sides come up, and a
action begins.